A sample-grouping technique for paraffin embedments.
A technique is described which facilitates histological preparation of multiple tissue specimens for light microscopy. The procedure enables the investigator to separate and label identifiable subgroups from a larger number of specimens in one histological section. After standard fixation, murine esophagi were arranged longitudinally and secured within segments of murine intestine. Markers such as plant fibers and human hairs were threaded alongside the esophagi within each intestinal casing. After standard dehydration and infiltration, several segments of intestine were arranged parallel to each other and at right angles to the intended plane of sectioning and were embedded together in one paraffin block. This method made it possible to assemble onto one microscope slide cross sections of 42 individual esophagi in 6 identifiable subgroups, each containing 7 esophagi.